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Coke, were appointed " to join with Mr. Noy, Mr. H. Finch, and Mr. Hackvvill " (the commissioners who had been set on work by the King), " to survey all the statutes, and to draw all the statutes concerning one matter into one plain and perfect law; and to consider which were fit to be repealed, which in force, and which fit to be continued." This was in effect the very measure which Bacon himself brought in in 1614, as one of the bills of grace; which, after the abrupt dissolution of that abortive Parliament, he urged the King to proceed with by commissioners: and in which he reported two years after, that " a great deal of good pains " had been taken by himself and others, so that the work was " already advanced," and in a condition to be taken up by Parliament, and entrusted to commissioners to be named by the two Houses. The present proceeding was merely the appointment of a Select Committee to report upon the subject; but it was the first step towards " the compiling and amendment of the laws of England," which in his political aspirations held, T think, the place of first importance.
They were busy at the same time with another matter which interested them much more, and which he, probably (though the part assigned to him was gratifying as a proof of personal confidence), would have been better content to let alone. This was a petition to the King *' for the better execution of the laws now in force against the Jesuits, Seminary Priests, and Popish Recusants;" with which the Lords were requested to acquaint the King, and obtain leave of access for the purpose of presenting it and hearing his answer. The King consented to receive it on Saturday, the 17th, and on Friday the two Houses met in conference to settle their form of proceeding : the result of which was that Bacon was chosen to speak for both; which he did: and on Monday reported to the Upper House what had passed. could have no binding force. of this fact a vote of two subsidies required some
